Trophic guild structure and dietary niche breadth in tropical fish communities are important to identify functional groups and to understand how trophic positions of constituent species help coexistence. Objective of the present study was to investigate whether the constituent species of fish assemblages in brush parks could be grouped into trophic guilds and how these species contribute to structure the fish community along trophic dimensions. Diets of 46 fish species caught in brush parks were analysed and the food items were categorised into 11 broad groups. Based on the composition of diets, fish were grouped into 8 trophic guilds. Levin's index of niche breadth indicated that the constituent species in the trophic guilds for which food was abundant, were generalists, whereas the trophic guilds of higher trophic levels were specialists. Within each trophic guild, constituent species showed different trophic indices indicating low inter-specific competition resulting in optimum food resource utilisation.
Introduction
Following the original definition of environmental guild (Root 1967) , a trophic guild of biological communities can be defined as a group of species that exploit the same category of food resources in a similar way. Hence grouping of constituent species in a fish community is possible based on their functional role rather than taxonomy (Garrison and Link 2000; Ramirez-Luna et al. 2008) . This is of particular importance because the members of any particular guild play more or less similar functional roles providing vital information on the flow of energy and biomass within food webs ( . Fish assemblages in brush parks consist of species that are attracted to shelter or to feed on periphytic food materials (Van Dam et al. 2002) . In addition, opportunistic predators are also attracted to brush parks (Malone et al. 2011) . These fish assemblages are structured in trophic dimensions for efficient utilization of food resources. Gammanpila et al. (2017) have shown that ecomorphology of the fish species in the brush parks of a tropical estuary correlates with
